RESCLTTION NO. 1%4

offered by Public Safety Committee

Urging the =Srcate of New York to Take Over the

Relarting to
Defense of Indigent Persons

WHEREAS: New York State currently has a fragmanted asystem of
county operated and nearly exclusive county financed indigent
defensra avetems. which is made up of =2 patchwork of varying
schemes thar are endeavoring to be compliant wich Arcicle 18-B <f

the County Law; and

WHERBAS: There currently exisSts na agwresmenc on standards of
what is required or whar would be effective as a2 srructure for the
represencacion of indigent defendantg; and

WHEREAS: The amount of moneys currently allocazed by the State
of MNew York feoxr the provisions of censtcitutismally-mandated
indigent dafenes is wholly inadeguate and leads to>: 1) excessive
cageloads, 2Z) daeprives defense providere inadeguatse access To
investigators, social workers and other support s2xrvices, 3} has
lead to nonexistent or inadegquate pubklic defender training and 4)
copntributes to the defense provider having mindimal concact with

clients and families of clients; and
WHEREAS: There 13 no comprchenaive syatem To oolleact and
analyzae dats thart can accurately define which elementa of the
indigent Jdefense sgystem are working well or not werking weocll,
leaaing to a2 lack of infermetien on which declsion makers and
adminisgtrators can make judgments and plan improvements CTo

indigent defense: and

WEERPAS: The Commisgssion on Indigent Defense appointed by the
Chief oJudge of the State of New York hag said that the delivery
gyatem for thea defenge of the indigent which 4is most likely to
guarantee guality repraesentation Co Ltheose encicled ta it iz &
svactewlde defender gystem that is traly independeat, 1s entirely
and adegusately state funded, and i2 one im which thoge preoviding
indigent defense services arc emplovceme of entitlar within the
defender sysCem or are participante in a2n assigned counsel plan
that has been approved P2y the bedy estaklifhed To administer chac
stcarewide defender gysuem; NOW. THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED: That based on the foregoing the corisis in indigent
defanga 1s well documented and the time for further study 1is cver
and the Franklin Cecunty Legislature does hereby urge the State or
New York teo estabhlish, administer, monitor and fuand a statewide
defender aystem; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED: That copieg shall be transmittad to Governor
Spitzer, Senator Little, Assemblywoman Duprey and the Naw York
State Agpociation of Countles.
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COUNTY OF FRANKLIN

This is to certify that I, Gloria J. Valone, the undersigned
Clerk ©f the Franklin County Legislatura, have compar=d the
foregoing copy of tha resclution with the original on file in this
office and which was  adopted by rhe said Franklin County
Legizlacure on the 21°° day of June, 2007 and that the same is =a
correct and true trangcript of the priginal resclurien and of the
whole therecf

. IN WITNESS WHEREDF, I hava hereunto set my hand and the
gff;c;;éogeal cff ‘the Franklin county Legislature this 21°t day of
e, -
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Clexrk of the iin County Legisgslature




