RESOLUTION
OF
FRANKLIN COUNTY BAR ASSOCIAION
August 1, 2006

PERTAINING To THE ENDORSEMENT OF PUBLIC DEFENDER OFPFICES
OFERATED AND MAINTAINED BY THE STATE OF NEW YORR

Number of membera prescnt - 26
Offered by Paul Herrmann, seccnded by Vi:ginia J. Morraow,

WHEREAS, the Commissioti on the Future of Indigant Defense
Serﬁicas was appolnted by Chief Judge of New York State, Judlth
S. Kays, to investigate the heed for a fully state-funded
defaender system; and

WHEREAS, the factors scl forth in the Commiasion’s Final
Report which support the nced for 4 state-funded system,
particularly lneonsistent eligibilicy standards, grossly
inadequate funding, excessive caseloads, inability toc hire
public defenders, lack of support sorvices, lack of training,
minimal client eontact end invesligatlen, disparity of .regeurces
between prosecutors and public defenders, among others, are also
issues of concern within the preseat atructure of publig
defender ropresentation in Franklin CoumlLy; and

WHERFAZ, the Commission has concluded that indigent defense
services in the State of New York should be restructured in the
form of a stalewide defender office congisting of an Indigent
Defense Commission, a Chief Defonder, Reglonal DJefender and
Local Defender offices, a Leputy Defender feor Appeals and Deputy
Defender for Conflich Defenne; and

WHEREBAS, thc Commission calls for a three-year period
during whlech t» phase our county funding and to implement a
budget provided by the New York State Tegislature from the

State’s Ceneral Funcg; and



WHERFEAS, the Franklin County Bar Assoclation recognizes the
benefit of such a' system Le the people of Frank!in County, its
taxpayers and its indigent detendants, and further supports
adoption of such a system.

NOW THEREFORE, THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
RESOLVES : '

1) Thal the Commigsion on Lhe Futursc of Indigent Defenae
Services Flnal Heporl be prusented to rhe Franklin
County Doard of Legislaters [or consideration and
commernl.

2} That the Franklin Counly Bar Association and the
Franklin County Board of Legislators endorse and
resommend the statewide indlgent defense
representation system scl forth in the Final Report by
fully supporting the adoptich of same.

3) That the Board and Bar Association Lake action to
ensure that Franklin County’s position with respect to
this proposed system being implemented 1s made known
to the New York State Legislature when bills
supperting same are 'bcing presented, whether by

written petition, oral argument or other means.
Passed by all present.

Certifi¢d as true and rpct Resolution of Franklin County Bar

Assoaiation.




