
August 9, 2010 

 
COMMITTEE FOR AN INDEPENDENT 

PUBLIC DEFENSE COMMISSION 
 
 
Chairman 
Michael Whiteman, Esq.  
Whiteman Osterman & Hanna LLP 
 
Catherine M. Abate, Esq. 
President/CEO 
Community Healthcare Network 
 
James R. Acker 
Distinguished Teaching Professor  
University at Albany School of Criminal Justice  
 
Mark H. Alcott, Esq.  
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
Bradley Backus, Esq. 
Retired, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company  
 
Richard J. Bartlett, Esq. 
Bartlett, Pontiff, Stewart & Rhodes PC 
 
Myron Beldock, Esq. 
Beldock Levine & Hoffman LLP 
 
The Honorable Joseph W. Bellacosa 
Past Dean & Professor 
St. John’s University School of Law 
 
John P. Bracken, Esq. 
Bracken & Margolin, LLP 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
A. Vincent Buzard, Esq.  
Harris Beach, PLLC 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
Geoffrey Canada 
President/CEO 
Harlem Children’s Zone 
 
The Honorable John Carro 
Carro, Carro & Mitchell, LLP 
 
 

Melanca Clark, Esq.  
Brennan Center for Justice at  
New York University School of Law 
 
Nora V. Demleitner, Esq. 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Hofstra University School of Law 
 
Robert R. Douglass, Esq. 
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP 
 
Vincent E. Doyle III, Esq.  
Partner  
Connors & Vilardo, LLP 
 
Hazel N. Dukes 
President, New York State Conference of 
Branches, NAACP 
 
John R. Dunne, Esq. 
Whiteman Osterman & Hanna LLP 
 
Ronnie M. Eldridge 
Host 
Eldridge & Co. 
CUNY TV 
 
Klaus Eppler, Esq. 
Proskauer Rose LLP 
 
Haliburton Fales II, Esq. 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
Michael C. Finnegan, Esq.  
Managing Director of Investment Banking 
JPMorgan Chase 
 
Alexander D. Forger, Esq. 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
Maryann Saccomando Freedman, Esq. 
Cohen & Lombardo, P.C. 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
 



August 9, 2010 2

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS CONTINUED 
 
Stephen Gillers, Esq. 
Professor 
New York University School of Law 
 
S. Hazard Gillespie, Esq. 
Senior Counsel  
Davis Polk & Wardwell  
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
Jonathan E. Gradess, Esq. 
Executive Director 
New York State Defenders Association  
 
Edward R. Hammock, Esq.  
Hammock & Sullivan LLC 
 
Paul Michael Hassett, Esq.  
Brown & Kelly, LLP 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
William Hellerstein, Esq. 
Professor 
Brooklyn Law School 
 
Most Reverend Howard J. Hubbard 
Bishop, Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany   
 
Kathryn M. Kase, Esq.  
Texas Defender Service  
 
Raymond A. Kelly, Esq.  
Private Attorney, Albany  
 
Henry L. King, Esq.  
Senior Counsel  
Davis Polk & Wardwell 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
Richard Klein, Esq.  
Professor  
Touro Law School 
 
Victor A. Kovner, Esq.   
Partner 
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Bernice K. Leber, Esq.  
Arent Fox LLP 
President, NYS Bar Association 
 
Gerald B. Lefcourt, Esq.  
Gerald B. Lefcourt, P.C.  
 
A. Thomas Levin, Esq. 
Meyer, Suozzi, English & Klein, P.C. 
Past President, NYS Bar Association 
 
Robert MacCrate, Esq. 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 
Past President, NYS Bar Association 
 
Kathryn Grant Madigan, Esq.  
Levene Gouldin & Thompson, LLP 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
Richard A. Matasar, Esq. 
Dean, President, and Professor of Law 
New York Law School 
 
Jerome E. McElroy 
Executive Director 
NYC Criminal Justice Agency 
 
Damaris W. McGuire 
Executive Director 
Province II, Episcopal Church 
New York State Public Policy Network 
 
Henry G. Miller, Esq. 
Clark Gagliardi & Miller, P.C. 
Past President, NYS Bar Association 
 
James C. Moore, Esq. 
Harter Secrest & Emery LLP 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
The Honorable Francis T. Murphy, Esq.  
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP 
 
Robert L. Ostertag, Esq. 
Ostertag O’Leary & Barrett 
Past President, NYS Bar Association 
 
 



August 9, 2010 3

COMMITTEE MEMBERS CONTINUED 
 
Anthony R. Palermo, Esq. 
Woods Oviatt & Gilman LLP 
Past President, NYS Bar Association 
 
Richard D. Parsons 
Former Chairman of the Board, Time Warner 
 
Roswell B. Perkins, Esq.  
Retired Partner 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP 
 
Maxwell S. Pfeifer, Esq. 
Past President, NYS Bar Association 
 
Bettina B. Plevan, Esq. 
Proskauer Rose LLP 
Past President, NYC Bar Association 
 
Joshua M. Pruzansky, Esq.  
Joshua M. Pruzansky, PLLC 
Past President, NYS Bar Association   
 
Norman Redlich, Esq.  
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz 
 
Norman L. Reimer, Esq. 
Executive Director 
National Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers 
 
Thomas O. Rice, Esq.  
Albanese & Albanese LLP 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
M. Catherine Richardson, Esq.  
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
Samuel W. Seymour, Esq.  
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 
 
Whitney North Seymour, Jr., Esq. 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
Barbara Shack 
Board of Directors 
New Yorkers for Alternatives to the Death 
Penalty  
 
 

 
 
Laurie Shanks, Esq. 
Professor 
Albany Law School 
 
Kenneth G. Standard, Esq. 
Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.  
Past President, NYS Bar Association 
 
Christopher Stone, Esq. 
Professor 
Harvard Kennedy School 
 
Ronald J. Tabak, Esq. 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP  
& Affiliates 
 
Cyrus R. Vance, Jr., Esq. 
Morvillo, Abramowitz, Grand, Iason, Anello & 
Bohrer, P.C.  
 
Justin L. Vigdor, Esq. 
Boylan, Brown, Code, Vigdor & Wilson, LLP 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
The Honorable Sol Wachtler  
Former Chief Judge 
New York State Court of Appeals 
 
Lawrence E. Walsh, Esq. 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
Jonathan A. Weiss, Esq.  
Director, Judicial Ethics & Research, Inc.  
 
Joan G. Wexler 
Joseph Crea Dean and Professor of Law 
Brooklyn Law School 
 
Milton L. Williams  
Vladeck, Waldman, Elias & Engelhard, P.C. 
 
G. Robert Witmer, Jr., Esq.  
Nixon Peabody LLP 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 
John J. Yanas, Esq.  
DeGraff, Foy & Kunz, LLP 
Past President, NYS Bar Association  
 


